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i vent the exercife of the right of any citizen of this ftate, to fpeak, ou 0&‘;4@&&.«'
§  write and publi(h, his opinion and fentiments of the a&@s or proceed= Bt
I ings of the legiflature, or the executive, or of the public conduét of
1  any of the members thereof, or of any perfon in the judicial depart-
| ment or holding any office in this ftate, it being the with and defire of
this affembly to encourage a free enquiry into the public condutt of
every perfon intrafted by the people, as the beft means to fecure the

freedom of this republic, and the gOOd‘ and faithful condu& of 1its
truftees and fervants. )

VI. and, Whereas feveral citizens of this ftate have been fufpected
of purchafing provifions for the ufe of the enemy; and of clandeftinely
trading with them :

VIL 71Be it enatted, That on complaint made to the governor and Perfons trade.
the council, any one of the judges of the general court, licutenant or lcl;\%::;(t;otb:
militia field officer, that the gencial condu@ of any perfon within this committed, -
" ftate is fuch, that there.is juit reafon to fufpet him. of buying provi- )

fions for the enemy, or of clandeftinely trading with them, it fhall

and may be lawtul for the governor and the council, any one of the

judges of the general courr, or any lieutenant or militia ficld officer,

and they are hereby required, to iffue their warrant to any fheriff, or

other perfon by them appointed, to apprehend fuch perfon, and t2 |

bring him before any or either of the perfons aforefaid ; and if it fhall -

appear, upon due examination, either by the oath or affirmation of one.

or more credible witnefs or witneffes, or by anv letter or written paper

purporting fuch correfpondence, or by any invoice of any goods, wares,

or merchandife, that fuch perfon correfponds, buys provifions for, or

“trades with the enemy, fuch perfon (hall be committed to the gaol of
his county, by any or either of the perfons aforefaid, there to remain,
“without bail, until the next general or county court where the party
offending is apprehended (unlefs admitted to bail by any of the perlons
aforefaid) there to take his trial by due courle of law. - |

ViIl. @nb be it enafted; That if any pérfon fhall Be found corre- Adjudged

- fponding, buying provifions for, or trading with the enemy, in this g?:t'i?nsz:?;a:
ftate or elfewhere, and fhall be convicted thereof in the general or any fen, &
county court, by the oath or affirmation of one or more credible wit-
nefs or witneffes, or by any letter or paper purporting any intelligence

- or correfpondence, or by any invoice of goods, wares, or merchan-

- dife, fuch perfon fhall be adjudged guilty of mifprifion of treafon, and

" fhall fuffer imprifonment during the war, and forfeit to this ftate one
half of his lands and tenements, goods and chattels’; provided that

- perfons correfponding or tranfalting bufinefs with the enemy, firft

~ having obtained the permiffion of the governor and the council, or of

- fome general officer in the fervice of the United States, in writingy

~fhall not be decmed to be comprehended within the intention of thug
act. - | -

IX. @nd, in order that propet information may be obtainedy R3¢ it i"}zii'ﬁyh’

gnaited, That the governor and the council, any one of the judges of
the general court, @r any licutenant or militia field officer, be and they
are hereby empowered, whenever the fame fhall be neceflary, to iffue
their warrant, dire@ed to the fheriff, or any conftable ot any city,

town,




